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1. Apollo 11 spacecraft were ultimately named Columbia (Command Module) and Eagle 
(Landing Module), what were they called during early mission planning? 
 

A. Charlie Brown and Snoopy 
B. Ozzie and Harriet 
C. Punch and Judy 
D. Snowcone and Haystack 

 
 
2. The NASA tracking station on Guam was to play a critical role in the return of Apollo 11 to 
Earth. A powerful antenna there connected NASA communications with Apollo 11, and the 
antenna was the only way for NASA to make its last communications with the astronauts before 
splashdown. But at the last minute on that night, a bearing in the antenna failed, rendering it 
nearly useless.  The Director of the Station, Charles Force solved the problem in time by: 
 

A. Contacting NASA and having them redirect communications to a tracking station in 
Australia. 

B. Asking engineers at Naval Base Guam to dismantle the antenna and replace the bearing. 
C. Enlisting his ten-year old son to manually pack grease around the bearing. 
D. Having a local automobile mechanic spray motor oil on the bearing  

 
 
3. The astronauts suffered a serious flatulence problem during the Apollo 11 mission. With Mike 
Collins writing that it resulted in a “not-so-subtle and pervasive aroma which reminds me of a 
mixture of wet dog and marsh gas.”  This was likely because: 
 

A. A problem with the spacecraft’s hydrogen-gas filters. 
B. A problem with the spacecraft’s air filter.   
C. It is a natural reaction to the lack of gravity. 
D. The astronauts were served beans with their breakfast before they took off for the Moon. 
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4. At the same time Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were on the lunar surface: 
 

A. Luna 15 – an unmanned Soviet spacecraft crashed into the Moon. 
B. Woodstock was in full swing. 
C. The My Lai massacre occurred. 
D. The United States Environmental Protection Agency was founded. 

 
 
5. Astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin reported that the Moon smelled like: 
 

A. Wet fireplace ashes or charcoal 
B. Wet fireplace ashes or gunpowder. 
C. Nothing distinctive. 
D. A hamper of damp dirt clothes or gunpowder. 

 
 
6. Most everyone knows what Neil Armstrong said when he placed humanity’s first footprint on 
the Moon.  What was the first thing Buzz Aldrin said when he stepped on the Moon? 
 

A. Magnificent desolation. 
B. Isn’t that something? 
C. Beautiful view. 
D. My turn. 

 
 
7. The spacesuits worn by the astronauts were a high-tech marvel: 21 layers of nested fabric 
strong enough to stop a micrometeorite, yet flexible enough to allow the astronauts to work on 
the Moon.  These spacesuits were developed and made by: 
 

A. Playtex – the company that gave America the “Cross Your Heart” bra. 
B. The Sheico Group – the developer of the material used in wetsuits made by Quiksilver, 

O’Neill, Billabong and Rip Curl. 
C. Helly Hansen – the company that introduced fleece to the world. 
D. Jacque Costeau – the inventor, with Emile Gagnan of the Self-Contained Underwater 

Breathing Apparatus (SCUBA). 
 
 
8. Norma Cretal, Buzz Corey and Jimmy Calunga were so essential to the Apollo missions that 
NASA forbade the from ever riding in the same car together.  Their important role was to: 
 

A. Fold the parachutes used to slow the fall of the space capsules back to Earth. 
B. Assist Katherine Johnson with the calculation of trajectories for the Apollo missions. 
C. Manage the catering of Mission Control. 
D. Manage the construction of the hand-made spaceship flight computer. 
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9.  Which of these items was NOT left on the Moon by the Apollo 11 astronauts: 
 
A.  Messages of Peace from more than 70 nations. 
B.  An Apollo 1 Mission Patch 
C.  A piece of the Wright Brothers’ Flyer 
D.  Cosmonaut medals of Yuri Gagarin and Vladimir Komarov. 
 
 
10. “Gunner” was the term used for: 
 
A. Interns lucky enough to be supporting Mission Control. 
B. The individuals who drove the astronauts to the landing pad. 
C. The individuals who filled honeycomb cells on heat shield of the Apollo spacecraft. 
D. The machine that etched the Messages of Peace from more than 70 nations onto a silicon disc 

to be left on the Moon. 
 
 
11. Mare Tranquillitatis, the Sea of Tranquility, was named: 
 
A. In 1969 by Neil Armstrong, when he landed there. 
B. In 1965 when NASA landed the unmanned Ranger 8 spacecraft there. 
C. In 1651 by astronomers Franceso Grimaldi and Giovanni Battista Riccioli 
D. In 70 AD by Roman naturalist Gaius Plinius Secundus. 
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Answers – Apollo 11 Quiz 
 
1. The correct answer is D.  
 
Call signs are used to refer to vehicles, missions or projects.  Throughout NASA’s history, there 
have been phases where the call sign was decided upon by the crew itself. Often the names take 
inspiration from what the mission symbolizes, or a famous voyage from history or popular 
culture.   
 
Originally the crew of Apollo 11 named the command module Snowcone and the lunar 
module Haystack, based on the shapes of the vehicles. However, NASA felt that these names did 
not inspire much confidence in the spacecraft or the mission. They were 
renamed Columbia and Eagle, respectively. 
 
 
2. The correct answer is C.  

 
Charles Force was the director of the NASA tracking station in Guam.  A powerful antenna there 
connected NASA communications with Apollo 11, and the antenna was the only way for NASA 
to make its last communications with the astronauts before splashdown. But at the last minute on 
that night, a bearing in the antenna failed, rendering it nearly useless.  To properly replace the 
bearing would have required dismantling the entire antenna, and there was simply no time. So 
Charles Force thought of a creative solution: If he could get more grease around the failed 
bearing, it would probably be fine. The only problem was, nobody at the station had an arm 
small enough to actually reach in through the two-and-a-half inch opening and pack grease 
around the bearing. 
 
Charles Force sent someone out to his home to pick up his ten-year-old son, Greg. Once at the 
tracking station, Greg reached into the tiny hole and packed grease around the failed bearing. It 
worked, and the station was able to successfully complete its communications role in the 
mission. Apollo 11 splashed down safely the next day. 
 
 
3. The correct answer is A.   

 
Drinking water was a fuel-cell by-product, but Apollo 11's hydrogen-gas filters didn't work, 
making every drink bubbly.  "The drinking water is laced with hydrogen bubbles (a consequence 
of fuel-cell technology which demonstrates that H2 and O join imperfectly to form H2O)," wrote 
Michael Collins in a 2001 memoir. "These bubbles produced gross flatulence in the lower bowel, 
resulting in a not-so-subtle and pervasive aroma which reminds me of a mixture of wet dog and 
marsh gas." 
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4. The correct answer is A.   

 
On July 21, 1969, while Apollo 11 astronauts finished the first human moonwalk, Luna 15, a 
robotic Soviet spacecraft in lunar orbit at the time, began its descent to the lunar surface. 
Launched three days before the Apollo 11 mission, it was the second Soviet attempt to return 
lunar soil back to Earth with a goal to outstrip the US in achieving a sample return in the Moon 
race. The Luna 15 lander crashed into the Moon just hours before the scheduled American lift off 
from the Moon. 
 
 
5. The correct answer is B.  

 
Although the astronauts were not actually able to “smell” the environment while they were 
walking around on the lunar surface, they reported that the smell of the Moon lingered in the dust 
on their suits and on the rocks brought back to the spacecraft.  Armstrong reported that it 
reminded him of wet fireplace ashes, while Aldrin though it was more metallic, like gunpowder. 
 
 
6. The correct answer is C.   

 
After Armstrong uttered his famous phrase, Aldrin joined his crewmate.  The transcript records:  
 
Aldrin: Beautiful view! 
Armstrong: Isn’t that something! Magnificent sight out here. 
Aldrin: Magnificent desolation. 
 
 
7. The correct answer is A.   
 
One of the underrated technical challenges of going to the Moon was designing the spacesuits. 
The suits had to be inflated and pressurized from the inside.  They had to be tough enough to be 
able to withstand a temperature range of 500º and survive being hit by a micrometeorites.  
Finally, they also had to be flexible. Astronauts had to be able to move with almost the same 
freedom, flexibility, and nimbleness that they would on Earth.  
The company that managed to figure out how to solve the problem was Playtex, the famous 
maker of bras and girdles of the 1950s and 1960s whose Cross Your Heart bra, introduced in 
1965, was an icon of the era.  
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8. The correct answer is A.  
 
 Parachutes were so precious to the Apollo program that only three people in the nation were 
qualified to hand-pack the parachutes for the Apollo 15 capsule: Norma Cretal, Jimmy Calunga 
and Buzz Corey, who in 1971 — the year of that mission — all lived in Ventura County. Their 
expertise was so vital, they were not allowed to ride in the same car together for fear that a single 
auto accident could cripple the space program. 
 
 
9. The correct answer is C.   
 
Neil Armstrong took remnants of fabric and the propeller of the Wright Flyer, the craft flown by 
Armstrong’s fellow Ohioans Wilbur and Orville Wright when they succeeded in taking the first 
powered flight on Dec. 17, 1903, in Kitty Hawk, N.C.  The Wright Brothers souvenirs were 
some of the items in Armstrong’s “personal preference kit,” a small bag of belongings of 
personal significance that each astronaut could bring onto the lunar module. The Wright Brothers 
artifacts came to Armstrong through an arrangement with the U.S. Air Force Museum.  
Armstrong donated most of the material to the Smithsonian. 
 
 
10. The correct answer is C.   
 
The spacecraft would travel 25,000 m.p.h. as it re-entered the atmosphere, and the friction 
quickly created temperatures of 5,000 degrees Fahrenheit.  The capsule and the astronauts had to 
be protected from temperatures high enough to vaporize metal. Avco developed a material that 
would shield the capsule from heat.  Its own surface gradually burned away, to help dissipate the 
heat of re-entry.  But this new material itself posed a challenge: how to fasten it in place on the 
capsule. A honeycomb framework was developed to hold the heat shield resin.  The honeycomb 
contained 370,000 individual cells. The only way to fill those cells properly was by hand, one 
cell at a time. Avco staff—mostly women—used slightly modified caulk guns to fill each cell 
with the resin.  Thus, they came to be called “gunners.” The work was considered so critical, and 
also so delicate, that each gunner trained for two weeks before being allowed to work on the heat 
shield for a capsule.   
 
 
11. The correct answer is C. 
 
 


