
 
 

 
 
 
 

Test Your Knowledge 
Apollo 13 Quiz 

Released on April 15, 2020 
 

1.  The Apollo 13 command module was designated Odyssey.  What was the lunar module 
called? 
 

A. Orion 
B. Homer 
C. Aquarius 
D. Gum Drop 

 
 
2.  The Apollo 13 mission commander was a graduate of: 
 

A. The United States Military Academy 
B. The Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
C. Ohio University 
D. The United States Naval Academy  

 
 
3.  Who was the original commander of the Apollo 13 mission? 
 

A. Alan Shepard 
B. Stuart Roosa 
C. Edgar Mitchell 
D. Ken Mattingly 

 
 
4.  Command Module Pilot Jack Swigert was a late replacement for: 
 

A. Edgar Mitchell 
B. Ken Mattingly 
C. Gordon Cooper 
D. Donn Eisele 
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5.  Apollo 13 was intended to land at 
 

A. Fra Mauro  
B. Descartes 
C. Oceanus Procellarum 
D. Mare Tranquillitatis 

 
 
6.  Despite the fact that the astronauts did not have the opportunity to land on the Moon, 
Apollo 13 holds an impressive record: 
 

A. They were the first humans to see the far side of the Moon. 
B. They traveled farther from Earth than any other humans. 
C. They spent more time in space than any other humans. 
D. They were the first humans to eat fresh fruit in space. 

 
 
7.  How were the space suits different from those used on Apollo 11 and 12?  
 

A. The lunar overshoes were given new grips 
B. The American flags were removed. 
C. The commander’s suit included a red strip on the helmet, arms and legs. 
D. The size of the urine collection assembly increased. 

 
 
8.  What new food was introduced on this mission. 
 

A. Fresh fruit 
B. Sugar cookies 
C. Beer 
D. Breads and spreads for sandwiches 

 
 
9. Who was NOT CAPCOM for Apollo 13: 
 

A. Jack Lousma 
B. Edgar Mitchell 
C. John Young 
D. Vance Brand 
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10.  Like Apollo 11 and 12, Apollo 13 carried an Apollo Lunar Surface Experiments Package. 
Which experiments were flown for the first time? 
 

A. Heat Flow and Charged Particle Lunar Environment Experiment 
B. Charged Particle Lunar Environment Experiment and Lunar atmosphere Detector 
C. Heat Flow and Lunar Atmosphere Detector 
D. Dust Detector and Lunar Atmosphere Detector 

 
 
11.   At what point in the mission did the accident occur? 
 

A. Approximately 45 hours into the mission 
B. Approximately 60 hours into the mission 
C. Approximately 55 hours into the mission 
D. Approximately 50 hours into the mission 

 
 
12.  On April 13, 1970, Apollo 13 informed Mission Control that “we’ve had a problem,” that 
is the same day as: 
 

A. Midnight Cowboy became the first and only X-rated film to receive the Oscar for Best 
Picture 

B. Billy Casper won the Masters Tournament 
C. Paul McCartney left the Beatles 
D. The People’s Republic of China launched its first satellite into orbit. 

 
 
13. What song was played for the Apollo 13 crew as the woke up just before the explosion 
(approx.?) 
 

A. With Their Eye on the Stars 
B. Spirit in the Sky 
C. The Marine’s Hymn 
D. Aquarius 

 
 
14.  Apollo 13 was recovered by the: 
 

A. USS Iwo Jima 
B. USS New Orleans 
C. USS Boxer 
D. USS Valley Forge 
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15.  Where did Apollo 13 splashdown? 
 

A. The North Atlantic Ocean near Turks and Caicos. 
B. The North Atlantic Ocean near the Bahamas 
C. The Indian Ocean near Madagascar 
D. The South Pacific Ocean near Samoa  

 
 
16.  At one point, Lovell remarked: “Well, at least something worked on this flight.” He was 
referring to: 
 

A. The communications being reestablished after Apollo 13 emerged from the far side of the 
Moon. 

B. The parachutes opening properly upon descent. 
C. The third stage of the Apollo 13 Saturn rocket impacting the lunar surface. 
D. The hot soup that was included in their meals. 

 
 
17. The movie, Apollo 13, Jim Lovell states “I vonder vere Guenter vent.”  Who was Guenter? 
 

A. The geologist brought in by Harrison Schmitt to train the astronauts. 
B. The Pad Leader 
C. The EECOM Controller 
D. The Deputy Flight Director 

 
 
18. Who did NOT have a cameo in the movie, Apollo 13? 
 

A. Marylin Lovell 
B. Vance Brand 
C. Gene Kranz 
D. Jim Lovell  

 
 
19.  In the Apollo 13 movie, Marylin Lovell loses her wedding ring down the shower drain. 
This: 
 

A. Didn’t happen, it was put in by Director Ron Howard to create drama. 
B. Didn’t happen – actually Marylin Lovell lost her wedding ring in the sink drain. 
C. Occurred as depicted. 
D. Didn’t happen – actually Marylin Lovell had a dream about losing her wedding ring. 
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Answers – Apollo 13 Quiz 
 

1.  The correct answer is C.   
 
The mission motto, Ex luna, Scientia was adapted by Commander Jim Lovell from the motto of 
his alma mater, the United States Naval Academy, Ex scientia, tridens (From knowledge, sea 
power).  The mission's motto was in Lovell's mind when he chose the call sign Aquarius for the 
lunar module, taken from Aquarius, the bringer of water.  Some in the media erroneously 
reported that the call sign was taken from a song by that name from the musical Hair. The 
command module's call sign, Odyssey, was chosen not only for its Homeric association but to 
refer to the recent movie, 2001: A Space Odyssey, based on a short story by science fiction 
author Arthur C. Clarke. In his book, Lovell indicated he chose the name Odyssey because he 
liked the word and its definition: a long voyage with many changes of fortune. 
 
2.  The correct answer is D.   
 
Apollo 13’s mission commander was Jim Lovell.  Apollo 13 was his fourth and last spaceflight. 
Lovell was a graduate of the United States Naval Academy and had been a naval aviator and test 
pilot before being selected for the second group of astronauts in 1962.  At the time of Apollo 13, 
Lovell was the NASA astronaut with the most time in space, with 572 hours over the three 
missions.   
 
Jack Swigert, the command module pilot earned a B.S. in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Colorado and a M.S. in aerospace engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute.  He had served in the Air Force and in state Air National Guards, and was an 
engineering test pilot before being selected for the fifth group of astronauts in 1966. Fred Haise, 
the lunar module pilot earned a B.S. in aeronautical engineering from the University of 
Oklahoma.  He had been a Marine Corps fighter pilot, and was a civilian research pilot for 
NASA when he was also selected for the fifth group of astronauts. Apollo 13 was Swigert's and 
Haise's only spaceflight. 
 
3.  The correct answer is A.  
 
According to the standard Apollo crew rotation, the prime crew for Apollo 13 would have been 
the backup crew for Apollo 10: Gordon Cooper in command, Donn F. Eisele as command 
module pilot and Edgar Mitchell as lunar module pilot.  Deke Slayton, NASA's Director of 
Flight Crew Operations, never intended to rotate Cooper and Eisele to a prime crew assignment, 
as both were out of favor – Cooper for his lax attitude towards training, and Eisele for incidents 
aboard Apollo 7 and an extramarital affair. He assigned them to the backup crew because no 
other veteran astronauts were available. Slayton's original choices for Apollo 13 were Alan 
Shepard as commander, Stuart Roosa as command module pilot and Edgar Mitchell as lunar 
module pilot.  However, management felt Shepard needed more training time, as he had only 
recently resumed active status after surgery for an inner ear disorder, and had not flown since 
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1961. Thus, Lovell's crew (himself, Haise and Ken Mattingly) having all backed up Apollo 11 
and slated for Apollo 14, was swapped with Shepard's. 
 
4.  The correct answer is B.  
 
Jack Swigert was originally the command module pilot of Apollo 13's backup crew, with John 
Young as commander and Charles Duke as lunar module pilot. Seven days before launch, Duke 
contracted rubella from a friend of his son. This exposed both the prime and backup crews, who 
trained together. Of the five, only Mattingly was not immune through prior exposure. Normally, 
if any member of the prime crew had to be grounded, the remaining crew would be replaced as 
well, and the backup crew substituted, but Duke's illness ruled this out, so two days before 
launch, Mattingly was replaced by Swigert. Mattingly never developed rubella and later flew as 
Command Module Pilot for Apollo 16 and made 64 lunar orbits.  Mattingly and his commander 
from Apollo 16, John Young, are the only people to have flown to the Moon and also a Space 
Shuttle orbital mission. 
 
5.  The correct answer is A.   
 
Fra Mauro is named after an Italian cartographer born before or around the year 1400. In his 
youth, Mauro had traveled extensively as a merchant and a soldier. He was familiar with the 
Middle East. He is recorded in the records of the Monastery of St. Michael from 1409. As a lay 
member of the monastery, Mauro was employed as mapmaker. By 1450 he composed a great 
mappa mundi - a world map - with surprising accuracy, including extensive written comments 
reflecting the geographic knowledge of his time. The map is known today as the "Fra Mauro 
map." 
 
6.  The correct answer is B.   
 
On April 15, 1970, Apollo 13 was 254 km (158 miles) from the lunar surface on the far side of 
the moon—and 400,171 km (248,655 miles) above the Earth’s surface, meaning the crew of 
Apollo 13 set a Guinness World Record for the farthest distance from Earth reached by humans. 
 
7.  The correct answer is C. 
 
For the first time, red stripes were placed on the helmet, arms and legs of the commander's 
spacesuit. This was done as after Apollo 11, those reviewing the images taken had trouble 
distinguishing Armstrong from Aldrin, but the change was approved too late for Apollo 12. New 
drink bags that attached inside the helmets and were to be sipped from as the astronauts walked 
on the Moon were demonstrated by Haise during Apollo 13's final television broadcast before 
the accident. 
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8.  The correct answer is D.   
 
Steadily improving over the years, the food consumed by astronauts during spaceflight took a big 
step forward with Apollo 13. Under the guidance of Rita M. Rapp, head of the Apollo Food 
System Team at MSC, the menu for Lovell, Mattingly and Haise included several new items. 
Not counting John W. Young’s contraband corned beef sandwich smuggled aboard Gemini 3 in 
1965, bread and spreads to make sandwiches were available for the first time to the Apollo 13 
astronauts. With three types of bread (white, rye and cheese) and several spreads (chicken, ham, 
tuna salad, cheddar cheese, jelly and peanut butter), the crew could assemble a wide variety of 
sandwiches. Other “firsts” in foods carried on Apollo 13 included pecans to stimulate the 
astronauts’ appetites, dehydrated orange crystals modified to prevent caking and an instant rice 
product to be reconstituted by hot water supplied by the spacecraft. Increased use of spoons and 
bowls provided the Apollo 13 astronauts more nearly normal eating procedures than on previous 
missions. 
 
9. The correct answer is B.   
 
CAPCOM for Apollo 13 were Joseph Kerwin, Vance Brand, Jack Lousma, John Young and Ken 
Mattingly. 
 
10.  The correct answer is A.   
 
The Heat Flow Experiment and the Charged Particle Lunar Environment Experiment were flown 
for the first time on Apollo 13. 
 
11.   The correct answer is C.   
 
Approximately six and a half minutes after a TV broadcast – approaching 56:00:00 – Apollo 13 
was about 180,000 nautical miles (210,000 mi; 330,000 km) from Earth. Haise was completing 
the shutdown of the lunar module after testing its systems while Lovell stowed the TV camera. 
Jack Lousma, the CAPCOM, sent minor instructions to Swigert, including changing the attitude 
of the craft to facilitate photography of Comet Bennett.  The pressure sensor in one of the SM's 
oxygen tanks had earlier appeared to be malfunctioning, so Sy Liebergot requested that the 
stirring fans in the tanks be activated. Normally this was done once daily; this additional stir 
would destratify the contents of the tanks, making the pressure readings more accurate. The 
Flight Director, Gene Kranz, had Liebergot wait a few minutes for the crew to settle down after 
the telecast, then Lousma relayed the request to Swigert, who activated the switches controlling 
the fans, and after a few seconds turned them off again.  Ninety-five seconds after Swigert 
activated those switches, the astronauts heard a "pretty large bang", accompanied by fluctuations 
in electrical power and the firing of the attitude control thrusters. The accident happened at 
55:54:53; Swigert reported 26 seconds later, "Okay, Houston, we've had a problem here," echoed 
at 55:55:42 by Lovell, "Houston, we've had a problem. We've had a Main B Bus undervolt." 
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12.  The correct answer is B.  
 
At the Masters Tournament in Augusta, Georgia, Billy Casper shot a 69 to defeat Gene Littler in 
a 18-hole playoff to win the championship. 
 
13. The correct answer is A.   
 
From the transcript:  
046:44:59 CDR 
Okay. 
 
046:46:56 SC 
(Music - With Their Eyes on the Stars) 
 
046:47:10 CC 
That was beautiful. What was it? 
 
046:47:16 CDR 
A little of "With Their Eyes on the Stars" to wake up to. 
 
046:47:24 CC 
Sounds like all the comforts of home. Have you guys got a flower on your breakfast table? 
 
046:47:33 CDR 
Yes. Jack! 
 
047:38:10 CDR 
Houston, Apol.lo 13. Over. 
 
047:38:13 CC 
13, Houston. Go ahead. 
 
14.  The correct answer is A. 
 
15.  The correct answer is D 
 
16.  The correct answer is C.   
 
Apollo 13’s S-IVB The Saturn rocket consisted of a 3-stage launching system. While the first 
and second stage of the launch vehicle dropped back to Earth after launch, the third stage (S-
IVB) was used to propel the docked Apollo Command Module and Lunar Module from Earth 
orbit into a lunar trajectory. The spent rocket booster then separated from the Command Module 
and later impacted the Moon. From the tracking of the radio signals of the rocket, the impact 
locations on the moon and the impact times were fairly well known. 
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17. The correct answer is B.  
 
Guenter Wendt was NASA's "pad leader" during the Apollo program and was the last man seen 
by crews before liftoff. After Wendt closed Apollo 7's hatch and his face disappeared from the 
window, CSM pilot Donn Eisele said, "I wonder where Guenter went." Commander Wally 
Schirra claims to have stolen the line and made it famous among astronaut crews. Wendt was a 
German-American mechanical engineer. Originally an employee of McDonnell Aircraft and later 
North American Aviation, he was in charge of the spacecraft close-out crews at the launch pads 
for the entire Mercury and Gemini programs (1961–1966), and the manned phase of the Apollo 
program (1968–1975) at the Kennedy Space Center (KSC).  
 
18. The correct answer is B.  
 
Marilyn Lovell can be seen as an extra in the grandstands at the launch.  Jim Lovell plays the 
Captain who welcomes the astronauts on the USS Iwo Jima and Gene Kranz can be seen in the 
background at Mission Control just before re-entry. 
 
19.  The correct answer is C.   
 
In an interview, Ron Howard revealed that some critics blasted what they perceived as a "hokey" 
Hollywood moment in the picture, when Marilyn Lovell loses her wedding ring down the shower 
drain. The thought was that writing in that fictional moment as an omen of bad luck was overkill. 
However, according to the real Marilyn Lovell, it actually happened. Fortunately, she was able to 
eventually recover the ring. 
 
 
 
 


